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The Factory
Tucked inside a gargantuan Bauhaus building, Beijing’s newest gallery 

is anchored by French architect Jean-Michel Wilmotte’s smart renovation

WORDS BY GRAHAM WEBSTER 

Wilmotte’s design preserves elements 
of the original 1950 Bauhaus factory, 
such as the towering smokestack and 
vaulted ceiling, but adds a sleek white 
wash with black accents, a hi-tech 
lighting system and mezzanines. The 
museum features a theater, offices, 
cafes and a library
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“At the beginning 

they thought 

they were renting 

out this space 

for seven or nine 

years, [after 

which] they 

wanted to destroy 

it and build new 

buildings. Now 

they are a little 

bit surprised and 

don’t know what 

to do, because 

they think 
maybe it would 
be interesting to 
keep it” 

Wilmotte chose a design that 
would slip into 798’s industrial 
texture but give preference to the 
art. Elsewhere, “paintings are in 
competition with the walls” 


